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During the first half of 2015 Swiss combined transport 
operator Hupac experienced a 1.3 percent decrease in 

transport movements. Strikes, construction work, accidents, 
and technical failures impacted the operating quality of the 
railway network, the group said.

Hupac carried a total of 335,295 road consignments in 
unaccompanied combined transport. The negative development 
was caused by a number of strikes in Germany, France, Belgium, 
and Italy, and traffic disruptions due to construction work and 
accidents. In transalpine transports through Switzerland Hupac 
suffered a loss in volume of 2.7 percent compared to the prior year 
period. A rail line in Austria had to be discontinued, which resulted 
in a 20.1 percent decrease in movements. 

Once again Hupac achieved a 5.4 percent growth rate in non-
transalpine transports, strengthening its position in markets in 
eastern, south-eastern and south-western Europe. Transport within 
Europe, such as the new connection between Cologne and Malmö, 
also contributed to this result.

Hupac expects the moderate demand for transport to continue for 
the rest of this year. The elements of uncertainty include declining 
fuel prices, which is favouring road shipments. In addition, Swiss 
providers of rail freight services are burdened by the continued 
strong Swiss currency compared with the euro. 

But a major area of concern was the unsatisfactory operating 

quality of the railway network, which has dropped to a new low this 
year as a result of various factors. “If the railway system fails to 
counteract this trend, we will cut ourselves off from the market,” 
said managing director Bernhard Kunz. Hupac compensated the 
delays, at least in part, by taking organisational measures. 

But the group maintained that the desired 95 percent punctuality 
rate requires structural changes, such as equal treatment of freight 
and passenger transport and the introduction of a compensation 
system with a noticeable steering effect. “Trains operating on time 
have a positive impact on the productivity of the resources that are 
used, such as personnel, engines, rail wagons, and terminals,” 
explained Kunz. “On-time trains make happy clients. And they save 
money to the benefit of the entire railway system.” 

A&R Logistics has signed a collaboration agreement with 
Union Pacific to co-develop an export supply chain 

solution for the US plastic resins industry.
The project will be aimed at establishing a transport and plastics 

packaging facility near UP’s Dallas Intermodal Terminal to handle 
the expected increase in export plastic resins.

Commenting on the agreement, CEO Mark R Holden, stated: 
“Approximately US$50 billion is expected to be invested in the US 
over the next 10 years by the plastics industry to expand 
production. Thanks to growth in domestic shale gas production, 
the US plastics industry is benefiting from feedstock derived largely 
from natural gas. As a result, the export of plastic resins is 
expected to surge over the next decade. Net exports are expected 
to more than triple, growing from $6.5 billion in 2014 to $21.5 
billion by 2030.”

Holden added: “A&R looks to develop a state of the art 
packaging facility and transport related product to provide what 
we believe will be the most flexible and efficient supply chain for 
the export of plastic resins in the US.”

Brenntag is buying Parkoteks Kimya San, of Turkey. 
The Istanbul-based distribution company offers a 

wide range of specialty chemicals products with particular 
focus on the personal care industry. 

Established in 1989, Parkoteks benefits from long-term and 
exclusive partnerships with international leading specialty 
chemicals manufacturers, providing a wide range of ingredients 
to customers, Brenntag said.

“Parkoteks is a significant addition to Brenntag’s strategy in 
Turkey and a valuable extension to our existing personal care 
product portfolio,” said Karsten Beckmann, member of the 
board of management of Brenntag Group. “With Brenntag 
Turkey offering customised solutions and specialty chemicals, 
we provide a powerful combination with an outstanding 
distributional strength also in the personal care sector. Parkoteks 
has a technically qualified and skilled sales team and provides 
in-house application laboratory with specially trained 
technicians.”

Matthias Compes, president Brenntag CEE Central, added: 
“We established operations in Turkey over 10 years ago, and 
the country continues to be an attractive market for the 
chemical distribution business. With our portfolio of specialty 
chemicals, the acquisition of Parkoteks allows us to bring 
additional know-how and support to our customers in the 
personal care industry, while seeing an increasing demand of 
value-added products in various markets in Turkey.”

The acquired company generated total sales of approximately 
€14.3 million in the financial year 2014. 

Hupac wants equal treatment of freight and passenger transport


